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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The examiner of record has interpreted claims 14, 17 
and 18 as "method" claims. However, claims 17 and 18 are "apparatus" claims 
depending on a method claim. This is improper and correction is required. 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 2-3, and 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably 
convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application 
was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. The phrases " said input processor 
automatically acquires and stores patient radiation survey record data from radiation 
survey equipment indicating radiation levels emitted by the patient " and " said data 
processor automatically populates a patient radiation survey record form with data 
derived from radiation survey equipment indicatina radiation levels emitted by a patient " 
are considered to be new matter. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 4-14, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
non-patent literature NUCLETRON EVAL concepts PLATO-EVAL V2.4 - hereinafter 
referred to as NUCLETRON. 

In regards to claims 1 and 12, Nucletron discloses a Radiotherapy treatment plan 
system for external beam radiotherapy and brachytherapy. The system comprises an 
input processor for receiving data identifying a first radiation dose from a radiation 
source external to a patient and a second radiation dose (see section introduction page 
1-1, and section Required input, page 2-2); a data processor for combining data 
representing the first and second dose automatically summing values representing the 
first and second dose to provide a combined therapeutic dose value representing a total 
cumulative radiation dose (see section Evaluation tools, page 2-1; see section Brachy, 
Extern and total toggle buttons, page 3-9); and a storage processor for automatically 
storing the combined therapeutic dose value in an electronic record associated with the 
patient (see pages 3-9 and 3-10) and a workflow processor for managing a sequence of 
tasks involved in producing a treatment plan (see section Tutorial - Making RTS & BPS 
Treatment Plans). 
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In regards to claims 4 and 8, the plan system would generate an alert message 
to the user in response to inappropriate settings in the PLATO-Eval (see page 3-14). 

In regards to claims 5 and 6, Nucletron disclose an input and storage processor 
that receives data identifying a radiation value emitted by a radiation source implanted 
within a patient and the storage processor stores the emitted radiation value and the 
combined value in the record associated with the patient (see pages 3-9, 3-1 1 and 2-4). 

In regards to claim 7, Nucletron disclose that the record associated with said 
patient includes identification of anatomical parts and radiation doses from external and 
internal sources (see pages 3-12, 3-13 and 3-20). 

In regards to claims 9-10, Nucletron disclose a task manager for updating a 
record indicating a task to be performed (see page 3-9, section Saving EVAL Plan, see 
page 3-14, section saving the displayed histogram and page 3-17, section Saving 
Images). 

In regards to claim 1 1 , the Nucletron evaluation plan system discloses an 
interface processor for configuring a radiation therapy device to deliver the radiation 
treatment to a patient (see pages 2-1, 3-4, 3-11, 3-12 and 3-13). 

In regards to claims 14, 17 and 18, Nucletron teaches all the structures as set 
forth above. Therefore, the method concerning the respective steps would be inherently 
met by the disclosure as applied in claims 1-13. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tine 
examiner should be directed to JOHN F. RAMIREZ whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8685. The examiner can normally be reached on (Mon-Fri) 7:00 - 3:30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian L. Casler can be reached on (571) 272-4956. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Brian L Casler/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3737 

/J. F. R./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3737 



